Echocardiographic diagnosis and surgical treatment of postpartum pulmonary embolism.
Pulmonary embolism remains a problem in the United States in terms of both morbidity and mortality. New diagnostic modalities to make rapid diagnosis are now available, and allow for bedside diagnosis of pulmonary embolism without the use of pulmonary angiography. As a reference, a case involving a postpartum patient is reviewed. Use of echocardiography, a device readily available even in small institutions, allowed for early diagnosis and institution of therapy in this particular case and in others. Diagnostic features of pulmonary embolism are discussed and the literature is reviewed.